
 

??? 20 top causes of death in Australia ??? 
Heart disease and stroke remain the leading causes of death in Australia, despite great progress over the last decade, 
according to latest figures from the Australian Bureau of Statistics (ABS).   Dementia has meanwhile overtaken lung 
cancer to claim third spot, responsible for 10,369 deaths in 2012. 

At the less-common end of the spectrum, 38 people were killed by firearms (excluding self-harm), three were killed by 
venomous snakes and lizards, one by a dog and one by a crocodile or alligator. One person was killed by lightning. 

Together, the top 20 disease groups were responsible for 67% of all deaths in Australia in 2012. 

See the full list below:

Disease Rank in 2012 No. of deaths Rank in 2003 No. of deaths
Ischaemic heart disease 1 20,046 1 25,439 
Cerebrovascular disease 2 10,779 2 12,240 
Dementia 3 10,369 6 4,275 
Lung and tracheal cancer  4 8,137 3 6,976 
Chronic lower respiratory disease 5 6,649 4 5,985 
Diabetes 6 4,239 9 3,389 
Colorectal cancer 7 4,051 5 4,447 
Blood and lymph cancer 8 4,001 7 3,712 
Diseases of the urinary system 9 3,711 11 2,922 
Heart failure 10 3,489 10 2,988 
Prostate cancer 11 3,079 12 2,842 
Breast cancer 12 2,819 13 2,722 
Influenza and pneumonia 13 2,719 8 3,566 
Suicide, intentional self-harm 14 2,535 14 2,213 
Pancreatic cancer 15 2,524 15 1,902 
Skin cancer 16 2,036 17 1,527 
Accidental falls 17 1,997 37 709 
Hypertensive disease 18 1,858 19 1,364 
Cardiac arrhythmias 19 1,720 24 1,102 
Cirrhosis and other liver disease 20 1,547 18 1,390 

So how did the ABS miss Australia’s iatrogenic epidemic; John Archer’s guesstimate of 50,000 
deaths per year arising from medical treatment as distinct from the patient’s disorder. 

 

http://www.abs.gov.au/ausstats/abs@.nsf/Lookup/3303.0main+features100012012


Where are these causes
of death listed?
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